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JALBCA’S ANNUAL DINNER
JALBCA held its annual dinner 

this year at Cipriani Wall Street in 
Manhattan and enjoyed the largest at-
tendance in its history, evidence of its 
expanded community outreach in the 
New York area. The event was orga-
nized by dinner co-chairs Cynthia B. 
Rubin and Maura E. Miller, assisted 
by an impressive planning committee 
and honorary dinner committee.

Honorary President Judith S. Kaye, 
who was introduced by Hon. Loretta 
A. Preska (Chief Judge, S.D.N.Y.), 
installed our 2015/2016 Co-Presi-
dents for another year of service and 
she then installed the members of 
the Board of Directors and Advisory 

Board members. Co-President Kotler 
was appointed as Acting Justice of the 
Supreme Court, New York County in 
January 2015 and now presides over 
a City IAS part. Co-President Sharon 
Nelles is a member of the law firm 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP. 

JALBCA’s Leadership Achieve-
ment Award was then presented by 
Hon. Jonathan Lippman to the 33 
active and retired Women Justices of 
the New York State Supreme Court 
Appellate Divisions for their excep-
tional leadership. The award was ac-
cepted by Hon. Sondra Miller, Hon. 
Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Hon. Helen 
Freedman and Hon. Judith S. Kaye, 

all of whom are founding mothers of 
JALBCA. Judge Miller briefly ex-
plained the impetus for the formation 
of JALBCA and details from the mo-
ments of its inception. The JALBCA 
Maite Aquino Memorial Grant Award 
was then presented to Gregory K. 
Palm, Executive Vice President and 
General Counsel of The Goldman 
Sachs Group, Inc. Mr. Palm spoke 
movingly about JALBCA’s unique 
efforts not only to provide education 
and assist with early detection, but 
also to assist the sick and the dying.

Past Co-President Judith Living-
ston introduced C. Hugh Hildesley, 
Executive Vice President of Sotheby’s, 

Hon. Lynn Kotler, Sharon Nelles, Hon. Judith Kaye

2015 Maite Aquino Award recipient - Gregory K. Palm, Vice 
President and General Counsel, The Goldman Sachs Group and 
Michael Wiseman
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who presided over the process of ob-
taining generous sponsors for mobile 
mammography vans. This Courthouse 
Alert project, where JALBCA finances 
the uninsured or under-insured portion 
of the cost of hundreds of mammo-
grams annually, performed via mobile 
mammography vans throughout New 

York City, is a signature project of 
the organization. In 2014-2015, JAL-
BCA-sponsored scan vans screened 
over 900 women, approximately 160 
of which were recommended for addi-
tional medical attention or diagnosed 
with breast cancer. Funds for at least 
65 van days were raised in short order. 

To cap off the night, significant funds 
were raised through JALBCA’s silent 
auction, where many members and 
non-members alike donated a broad 
array of items.

The dinner was a huge success and, 
as always, a wonderful evening.

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Hon. Helen Freedman, Hon. Judith Kaye, 
Hon. Jonathan Lippman, Hon. Sondra Miller

2015 Leadership Achievement Award recipients -The Women Justices of New York’s Appellate Divisions

Silent Auction
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The Mount Sinai Breast Health 
Resource Program

The Mount Sinai Breast Health Re-
source Program (BHRP) is dedicated 
to meeting the emotional and practical 
needs of women with breast cancer. It 
offers information, guidance and ther-
apeutic support to patients by provid-
ing services that address the physical, 
psychological and financial needs that 
result from breast cancer. Through in-
dividual and group counseling, it helps 
patients navigate treatment options and 
cope with the challenges of a breast 
cancer diagnosis with the ultimate 
goal of promoting health, wellness and 
survivorship. Through generous do-
nations and contributions, it has been 
able to provide group and educational 
programs for our breast cancer com-
munity for over 25 years. All services 
are provided free of charge.

Because of the generous funding 
received through JALBCA in 2014, 
BHRP was able to create a unique ini-
tiative – “Young Women with Breast 
Cancer Program” – and start a support 
group called “Young Women Con-
nect”. This group was formed based 
upon the feedback received from focus 
groups and an extensive needs assess-
ment. This project was implemented 
to address BHRP’s findings, that the 
support needs of younger women were 
not adequately represented, nor were 
younger women receiving appropriate 
services from both BHRP’s program 
and within the community.

As part of the Young Women with 
Breast Cancer Program, a dedicated 
social worker meets with women diag-
nosed under age 40 to offer therapeutic 
counseling and navigation services and 
to identify and meet some of the most 
urgent needs with which younger pa-
tients may contend.

Young women with breast cancer 
have had interrupted priorities in their 
lives. Rather than focus upon family 
and career, they have had to focus on 
fear and uncertainty about their health 

and their futures. BHRP”s Young 
Women with Breast Cancer Program 
offers a supportive environment where 
young women who are grappling with 
their diagnosis and the sequelae of 
treatment can meet others like them-
selves. This program provides the nec-
essary coping and knowledge tools that 
will enable them to reconnect to their 
personal goals. 

The Young Women Connect sup-
port group provides an environment 
where participants have the opportuni-
ty to develop strong peer relationships 
and thereby feel less socially isolated. 
Group activities help the participants 
to normalize their breast cancer expe-
rience while reaching for appropriate 
life benchmarks. The group’s focus is 
to help young women with breast can-
cer to move from patient role to survi-
vorship activities. 

Many of the young women in this 
support group presented with financial 

concerns. Their breast cancer diagno-
sis represented an interruption or loss 
of wages, and for some, was a major 
stessor. Rent and food during their ill-
ness became a large issue. Public ben-
efits were applied for when eligible but 
this could only address some of the 
financial shortfall. When members of 
this group presented with urgent needs, 
such as medications, uncovered surgi-
cal supplies, transportation for medi-
cal care, or food, money was provided 
through JALBCA funds. 

BHRP hopes to grow this successful 
program, to create partnerships with 
other organizations serving younger 
women with breast cancer and to ex-
pand these much needed services to 
more women in the metropolitan area. 

Program Highlights
• Young Women with Breast 

Cancer Program – 75 served
• Young Women Connect, 

JALBCA GRANT RECIPIENTS
JALBCA awards multiple grants each year. Set forth below are status reports provided by three of such grantees (See prior 

JALBCA Newsletter for status reports from other grantees.).
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Bi-monthly education and sup-
port group where young wom-
en can socialize and meet their 
peers – Created September 2014 
– 25 members

• Individual counseling sessions – 
280 provided

New York City Bar Association 
Cancer Advocacy Project.

The demands on cancer patients 
and survivors go far beyond coping 
with the resulting emotional and phys-
ical concerns. With the growing costs 
of medical care and the overwhelming 
complexity of the health care system, 
cancer patients and survivors often 
face challenges on multiple levels; 
many are left wondering where to turn 
to for help. The City Bar Justice Cen-
ter’s Cancer Advocacy Project (CAP) 
was established in 1995 to specifical-
ly address these problems and alle-
viate some of the stresses that cancer 
patients and survivors encounter on a 
daily basis. Through the years, CAP 
has received unstinting support from 
JALBCA. As a nonprofit organization 
that offers support and information to 
women diagnosed with breast cancer, 
JALBCA has enhanced CAP’s ability 
to assist low- and moderate-income 
cancer patients, survivors, caregivers, 
and support staff. CAP offers assis-
tance in three main areas:

(1) Life Planning: CAP assists eli-
gible cancer patients and survivors to 
plan ahead by preparing crucial docu-
ments that will be available if needed. 
The project works with a dedicated 
pool of attorneys who volunteer their 
services to assist eligible cancer pa-
tients and survivors with no-cost wills, 
health care proxies, living wills and 
powers of attorney. CAP has assisted 
many cancer patients to document their 
wishes in this way, including those 
who are homebound, in the hospital or 
in hospice care. 

(2) Health Law: The project offers 
assistance in challenging unjust health 
insurance decisions. Cancer treatment 
is very costly and most patients rely 
completely on coverage by their insur-

er. However, even after having tried to 
avoid additional expenses by staying 
in-network, they may find that a proce-
dure recommended by their doctor has 
been denied, or that a service or test 
was, unbeknown to the patient, provid-
ed out-of-network. CAP assists cancer 
patients by preparing written appeals to 
dispute the stated reason for the denial.

(3) Employment Discrimination: 
Cancer patients and survivors may face 
health-related discrimination in the 
workplace after their diagnosis. Taking 
medical leave, or requesting days off – 
either for ongoing treatment, or as a re-
sult of the treatment’s side effects – can 
make these employees vulnerable. As 
a cancer patient, the consequences of 
job loss can be particularly traumatic, 
affecting access to employment-relat-
ed medical insurance, and reducing in-
come at a time when their expenses are 
increasing. Through CAP, patients and 
survivors can speak with an employ-
ment attorney who will discuss their 
situation, assess their legal rights and 
protections, and advise them of any 
available options and remedies.

In addition, CAP provides patients, 
survivors and caregivers with access to 
information and assistance through on-
site presentations cancer-related orga-
nizations and support groups, and also 
offers training workshops to medical 
and social work staff and community 
organizations. Available topics focus 
on life-planning choices, workplace 
rights, health insurance problems, and 
medical debt.

Some feedback on CAP’s services:
• “Thanks to the work that was 

done on my behalf, the debt was 
waived in full and the relief I feel 
is enormous. Really, truly enor-
mous. I couldn’t ask for a better 
outcome.”

• “[The workshop for service pro-
viders] was very helpful and I 
will be disseminating this infor-
mation to my patients.”

• “I found [the support group pre-
sentation] very helpful and real-
ized how ill-prepared I have been 
for my situation.”

With the aid of JALBCA’s long-
standing sponsorship, CAP is able to 
offer these crucial legal services, and to 
identify, and respond to, newly-emerg-
ing issues of particular importance to 
cancer patients and survivors. The City 
Bar Justice Center and, in particular, 
the staff of the CAP.

The Family Center

Since 2008, JALBCA has made 
grants to support The Family Center’s 
Judge Judith Kaye Project, which pro-
vides expert legal and social services to 
over 45 low-income, minority, breast 
cancer-affected women and their fam-
ilies, annually. The Family Center ser-
vices offered through the Judge Judith 
Kaye Project include legal guidance 
and representation in the areas of Life-
time Planning (healthcare proxies, 
living wills, etc.), Family Law (child 
custody, guardianship, etc.), Income 
Maintenance (food stamps, SSI, SSD, 
etc.) and Housing (NYCHA Adminis-



Upcoming CancerCare Wig Clinics

CancerCare recognizes that appearance-related effects of cancer treatment can be difficult for many people. The organization 
schedules Wig Clinics which aim to empower women diagnosed with cancer to look and feel their best during treatment and 
thereafter and to cope with dignity and confidence. 

Dates:  Next scheduled dates for the Wig Clinic are May 8, May 15 and June 5 
Time:  2:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Location: CancerCare National Office  

275 Seventh Avenue, 22nd Floor 
New York, NY

Description: This is an opportunity for women diagnosed with any type of cancer who are receiving chemotherapy to 
receive a free wig. New wigs are provided in a variety of lengths, colors and styles. During the individual 
30-minute fitting, women have the opportunity to try on different wigs with assistance from a wig fitter. 
An oncology social worker is also present to provide support. Basic wig care is discussed, although 
CancerCare does not have the capacity to cut or style wigs.

Registration is required. Please contact 800-813-HOPE (4673) or email info@cancercare.org
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Genetic Screening Update
The New York Times reported on 

April 21, 2015 that two large United 
States clinical laboratories, Quest Di-
agnostics and LabCorp, have joined 
with French researchers in an effort 
called “BRCA Share” to pool data re-
lating to the mutations in the BRCA1 
and BRCA2 genes. BRCA Share is 
based on a database of genetic vari-
ants maintained by Inserm, a French 
government health research institute. 
In order to join this effort, participants 
would be required to contribute their 

data to the database. There are ap-
parently other industry efforts for da-
ta-sharing besides BRCA Share.

It was also reported that a Silicon 
Valley start-up, Color Genomics, is 
offering a saliva genetic screening 
test for breast and ovarian cancer at 
a cost of only $249. The test would 
check for variants in 19 genes that are 
known to be correlated with a higher 
risk of breast or ovarian cancer, in-
cluding mutations in the BRCA1 and 
BRCA2 genes. This compares with 
the cost of other commercially avail-

able tests which are reported to be in 
the $1500 to $4000 range. An unpaid 
adviser to the company is Mary-Claire 
King, the geneticist from the Univer-
sity of Washington whose research led 
to the discovery of the BRCA1 gene. 
The company claims that a physician 
will be involved in every order, which 
can be done via its website, and in the 
test results. An FDA spokeswoman is 
reported to have advised that if doctors 
place orders, testing companies that 
operate their own laboratories do not 
need FDA approval to offer their tests.

NEWS REPORTS ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

trative Hearings, etc.). Social services 
available to Judge Judith Kaye Project 
clients include individual, family and 
group counseling. Thanks to JALBCA 
funding, The Family Center sends staff 
into clients’ homes so that those moth-
ers, who are ill and have compromised 
mobility, can still access all these ser-
vices. The Judge Judith Kaye Project, 
which honors Judge Judith Kaye’s il-
lustrious career protecting and defend-
ing children and families, has provided 
more than 330 breast cancer-affected 
low-income, minority women and their 
families with these services.

In 2012, JALBCA commenced its 

award to The Maite Aquino Program 
at The Family Center. This program 
specializes in providing legal and so-
cial services to breast cancer-affected 
women with very young children un-
der age seven. This client population 
requires a unique focus on the needs of 
young families affected by breast can-
cer. Many of the mothers in this pro-
gram are very young with very aggres-
sive forms of breast cancer. In memory 
of Maite Aquino, The Family Center 
provides these families with expert le-
gal and social services, as well as early 
childhood development assessments 
and interventions as well. This ensures 

that children of breast cancer-affected 
mothers meet developmental mile-
stones, despite the challenges that this 
illness brings to families. Since 2012, 
The Family Center has served over 110 
low-income, minority breast cancer-af-
fected women with young children un-
der age seven to honor Maite Aquino’s 
legacy.

One Maite Aquino Program partici-
pant was quoted as saying, “The Fami-
ly Center has always been there for me. 
You bring my family together like you 
are part of my family. Thank you for all 
your support during this very difficult 
time.”



ADELPHI NY STATEWIDE
BREAST CANCER
Hotline & Support Program
Adelphi University School of Social Work
Garden City, NY 11530
www.breastcancerhotline@adelphi.edu 

CancerCare
275 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10001
www.cancercare.org
1.800.813.HOPE (4673)

ELLEN’s RUN
200 West End Avenue, Suite 12 G
New York, NY 10023
www.ellensrun.org
212.840.0916

GILDA’s CLUB NEW YORK CITY 
195 West Houston Street
New York, NY 10014
www.gildasclubnyc.org
212.647.9700

MEMORIAL SLOAN KETTERING 
CANCER CENTER
Post-Treatment Resource Program
Educational Forums
215 E. 68th St., Ground Fl.
New York, NY 10021
www.mskcc.org
212.717.3527

Bendheim Integrative Medicine Center
1429 First Avenue (at 74th Street)
New York, NY

SHARE (Self-Help for Women with 
Breast or Ovarian Cancer)
1501 Broadway, Ste. 704A
New York, NY
www.sharecancersupport.org
212.719.0364
Speak to a survivor toll-free:
1.866.891.2392

TO LIFE!
410 Kenwood Avenue
Delmar, NY 12054 
518. 439.5975
110 Spring Street
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518.587.3820
www.tolife.org

YOUNG SURVIVAL COALITION
61 Broadway
New York, NY
www.youngsurvival.org
646.257.3025
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Upcoming NYU Cancer Programs

The Faces of Cancer 
In recognition of National Cancer Survivors Day, this is an event to celebrate life after a cancer diagnosis. A panel of cancer 
survivors representing a range of ages and diagnoses tell their stories and share their experiences. This special event also 
touches on the unique needs and issues of survivors. 

Moderator:  Deborah Axelrod, MD, FACS
 The Kanas Family Foundation Associate Professor of Surgical Oncology, Department of Surgery, Perlmutter 

Cancer Center.

Date:  Thursday, June 4 

Time: 6:00 – 7:30 PM 

Location:  NYU Langone Medical Center, 550 First Avenue at 31st Street, Smilow 1st Floor Seminar Room 

Updates from the American Society of Clinical Oncology 2015 Meeting 
Panelists at this professional symposium will present the latest findings, including prevention strategies, diagnosis, treatment, 
research, and survivorship.

Moderator:  Francisco Esteva, MD, PhD (Professor, Department of Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, 
Perlmutter Cancer Center); and Michael Grossbard, MD (Professor, Department of Medicine, Hematology 
and Medical Oncology, Perlmutter Cancer Center).

Date: Wednesday, June 10
Time:  6:00 – 7:30 PM 
Location:  NYU Langone Medical Center, 550 First Avenue at 31st Street, Smilow 1st Floor Seminar Room 
 
RSVP is required for all events

CALENDAR _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


