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THE NINETEENTH ANNUAL ELLEN P. HERMANSON MEMORIAL SYMPOSIUM
OFF-LABEL TREATMENT: USE OF CANCER DRUGS OUTSIDE OF
CONVENTIONAL TRIALS AND GOVERNMENT APPROVALS

October 6, 2014
6:00 - 8:30 PM

New York City Bar Association
42 West 44th Street, 2nd Floor Meeting Hall

Dr. Larry Norton will present the latest developments in the fight against breast cancer
to be followed by the program

Moderator
Edward Kornreich, Partner, Proskauer Rose LLP

Panel of Judges 
Hon. Helen Freedman, NYS, Appellate Divn, 1st Dept.

Hon. Sondra M. Miller, Chief Counsel, McCarthy Fingar, LLP 
Hon. Sidney H. Stein, US District Court, S.D.N.Y.

Panel of Experts 
Kathleen M. Boozang, Associate Dean and Professor, Seton Hall University School of Law

James F. Murdica, Partner, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Larry Norton, MD, Deputy Physician-in-Chief for Breast Cancer Programs, MSKCC

Catherine M. Sharkey, Professor, New York University School of Law
Sponsor

The Ellen P. Hermanson Foundation
Presenting Organization

Judges And Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert
Supporting Organizations

Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York The New York Women’s Bar Association
Symposium Co-Chairs

Hon. Shirley Werner Kornreich, Mikki Golar, Esq., Barbara A. Ryan, Esq.

CLE-Professional Practice- 2.0 credits, qualification pending
Open to the public without charge. Refreshments will be served

To reserve a space please go to www.jalbca.org or email Executive Director, Jennifer Fiorentino at
Jennifer@jalbca.org
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OTHER JALBCA EVENTS - ANNUAL COURTHOUSE ALERT COCKTAIL PARTY; JOINT PROGRAM WITH NYU

On Wednesday, September 17, 2014, 5 to 7 PM JALBCA will hold its annual Courthouse Alert Cocktail Party. The event will
take place at the Appellate Division 2nd Department, 45 Monroe Place, Brooklyn. The event will be co-sponsored by The
Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association. Hon. A Gail Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of New York State, will
serve again as Honorary Event Chair. To reserve a space, please email Jennifer Fiorentino, Executive Director, JALBCA at
jennifer@jalbca.org.

On October 29, 2014, the Laura and Isaac Perlmutter Cancer Center at NYU Langone, in collaboration with JALBCA, will
present “Through the Looking Glass”, where experts will explain predictions in their field on breast cancer screening, treatment
and survivorship in eradicating and improving life after a breast cancer diagnosis.

TIME: 6-8 pm
DATE: Wednesday, October 29th

WHERE: Kings County Supreme Court
360 Adams Street, Brooklyn, New York

To reserve a space please email Jennifer Fiorentino, Executive Director, JALBCA at jennifer@jalbca.org

NEWS BRIEFS_________________________________________________________________________________________

JNCI - Contralateral Mastectomy
Yields Small Life Expectancy Benefit

The Journal of the National Cancer
Institute recently published an article,
entitled “Survival Outcomes After
Contralateral Prophylactic Mastectomy:
A Decision Analysis”, co-authored by
Pamela R. Portschy, Karen M. Kuntz and
Todd M. Tuttle, that evaluated the magni-
tude of the survival benefit of contralater-
al prophylactic mastectomy (CPM) – the
rates of which have increased significant-
ly in the United States in the last decade -
for women with unilateral breast cancer.
The hoped-for goal for this procedure is
to lower the risk of a future second pri-
mary carcinoma.

The investigators developed a model
to simulate survival outcomes after CPM
and no CPM among women with stage I
or II breast cancer without a BRCA
mutation. They estimated the probabili-
ties for developing contralateral breast
cancer (CBC), dying from CBC, dying
from primary breast cancer, and age-spe-
cific mortality rates from published stud-
ies. Then they estimated life expectancy
gain, 20-year overall survival, and dis-
ease-free survival with each intervention
strategy among cohorts of women
defined by age, estrogen receptor status,
and stage of cancer.

In conclusion, it was reported that the
20-year overall survival difference
between CPM and no CPM did not
exceed 1% for any group. The investiga-
tors did not evaluate other outcomes
such as surgical complications and qual-
ity of life because “…utility values are
highly variable between women.” They
also indicated that, “(s)urvival is only
one potential benefit of a cancer risk-
reduction strategy; effects on cancer-
related anxiety, cosmesis, and self-image
are also important in decision-making
processes.”

The published article was accompa-
nied by an editorial by Stephen G.
Pauker and Mohamed Alseiari of the
Division of Clinical Decision Making,
Department of Medicine, Tufts Medical
Center, Boston. They wrote that although
the benefit may typically be small, it may
be a reasonable prophylactic choice for
some women, depending on their family
history or genetic background.
Source: http://jnci.oxfordjournals.org/content/
106/8/dju236.extract 

Social Media Impacts Clinical Trials
Double-blind clinical trials have always

been the gold standard for medical
researchers. This means both researchers
and patients are “blind” as to who is getting

the experimental drug and who is receiving
the placebo or standard therapy. The Wall
Street Journal recently reported that patient
communications on internet groups, online
forums and message boards and blogs are
presenting a challenge to this protocol
because patients who share details of their
experiences and reactions to the drugs they
receive – trying to determine which drug
they are receiving – and others are evaluat-
ing their and others’ medical data to deter-
mine whether the drug will succeed. They
also share tips on how to be accepted into
trials even if they do not meet all the
requirements. This has raised concerns for
many reasons, including the risk that the
information shared is incorrect. It is report-
ed that the FDA does not presently have a
policy on subjects in trials using social
media to communicate with one another.
The industry may need to address the issue
as well and at least one example was pro-
vided where a pharmaceutical company
added a paragraph to its consent document
for subjects, explaining that rumors about
side effects or about the drug’s efficacy
might affect results and require a repeat of
the study, and telling participants not to
publicly discuss their trial participation.
Source: http://online.wsj.com/articles/researchers-
fret-as-social-media-lift-veil-on-drug-trials-
1406687404

TO LIFE?
To Life! will hold a 4th Annual Women’s Health Conference on Tuesday, December 9, 2014. There will be a full day of presen-
tations from medical experts focusing on breast cancer treatments and related topics. For more information, please visit
http://tolife.org/breast-cancer-events/#sthash.fKSGGyPG.dpuf.

SAVE THE DATES_____________________________________________________________________________________



3

KOMEN RACE FOR THE CURE –
TEAM JALBCA

JALBCA Team co-leaders for the 2014
Susan Komen 5K Walk/Run Race for the
Cure in Central Park, NYC, Hon. Shirley
Werner Kornreich and Sandy Lespinasse,
successfully organized another group of
JALBCA participants for the September 7,
2014 event.

UPDATE ON THE BREAST
CANCER RESEARCH AT THE
CDMRP (DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE)

The Office of the Congressionally
Directed Medical Research Programs
(CDMRP) was created in 1992 out of the
efforts of the breast cancer advocacy com-
munity. Congress appropriated funds for
breast cancer research and this resulted in a
partnership among the public, Congress,
and the military. Funds for the CDMRP are
added to the Department of Defense bud-
get, in which support for individual pro-
grams, such as the Breast Cancer Research
Program (BCRP), is allocated by way of
specific Congressional guidance.

The CDMRP uses a two-tier review
process to evaluate grant applications. The
first tier of evaluation is a scientific peer
review of applications measured against
established criteria for determining scien-
tific merit. The second tier is a program-

matic review conducted by the Integration
Panel, which is composed of leading sci-
entists, clinicians, and consumer advo-
cates. The Integration Panel compares
applications to each other and makes rec-
ommendations for funding based on scien-
tific merit, potential impact, adherence to
the intent of the award mechanism, rele-
vance to program goals, and portfolio com-
position. The BCRP claims that scientists
are challenged to pursue high-risk, high-
reward research and set new paradigms
that could lead to critical discoveries.

The new “research on the horizon”
funded during Fiscal Year 2012, which
provides a glimpse of what the BCRP con-
sidered to be grant-worthy during that
year, was as follows:
• Conducting clinical studies to validate

the AR as a novel target for breast can-
cer therapeutics

• targeting the immune system’s natural
response to cell death to improve ther-
apeutic response in breast cancer

• developing “molecular fingerprinting”
as a platform to identify personalized
therapeutic regimens

• targeting master regulators of the
breast cancer metastasis transcriptome

• tackling triple negative breast cancer
by targeting tumor suppressor net-
works that regulate tyrosine kinases

• real-time visualization and manipula-
tion of the metastatic trajectory of
breast cancer cells to better understand
the tumor microenvironment

• exploiting mesenchymal stem cells as
mechanoresponsive sensors and vehi-
cles for drug delivery to target breast
cancer metastases

• defining a new approach to treating
inflammatory breast cancer through
targeting of GLI1

• exploring therapeutic and imaging
applications of dopamine receptor ago-
nists in breast cancer

• delineating the mechanisms of glucose
utilization by estradiol in breast cancer

• repositioning the drug pimozide for
breast cancer prevention

• targeting breast cancer stems cells in
TNBC

• reprogramming the effects of early
high-sugar/high-fat diets on breast can-
cer risk

• metabolomic imaging of early breast
cancer brain metastasis to identify tar-
gets for prevention

• defining how tissue tension regulates
breast tumor aggressiveness, and test-
ing whether reducing tissue tension
represents a new therapeutic opportu-
nity

• deciphering novel mechanisms of
PARP inhibitor resistance in BRCA1-
deficient breast cancer

• silencing chemokine signaling in
tumor-conditioned myeloid cells for
the treatment of breast cancer

• defining homocysteine as an oncome-
tabolite in breast cancer

The BCRP summarized the breast cancer
landscape with these facts:
• Worldwide, breast cancer accounts for

nearly a quarter of all cancers in
women. In 2010, there were 438,000
breast cancer deaths globally.

• The rate of metastatic breast cancer at
initial diagnosis in the U.S. has not
changed since 1975. 

• An estimated 20%-30% of women
diagnosed with invasive breast cancer
will have a recurrence. 

• An estimated 30% of all breast cancer
cases (both invasive and ductal carci-
noma in situ) are considered to be
overdiagnosed and overtreated. 

• Most risk factors are not modifiable
(e.g., age; family history; BRCA sta-
tus). Potentially modifiable risk fac-
tors, such as obesity, alcohol consump-
tion, smoking, and exercise, are weak-
ly-to-moderately associated with
breast cancer risk.

For more information, please visit
http://cdmrp.army.mil or contact the
CDMRP usarmy.detrick.medcom-cdm-
rp.mbx.cdmrp-public-affairs@mail.mil
(301) 619-7071

SHARE (Self-Help for Women with Breast or Ovarian Cancer)
September 16 1:00 pm – WEBINAR – The Cost of the Cure: Collateral Damage from Breast Cancer Treatment
October 6 12:30 pm – WEBINAR – Coping With October: Ideas for Those Living with Metastatic Breast Cancer
October 15 1:00 pm – WEBINAR – Metastatic Breast Cancer: Cutting-Edge Research from National Cancer Institute
November 5 6:00 pm – Sexuality and Intimacy after Cancer, In Person and WEBINAR (SHARE Main Office)
November 13 7:30 pm – Practical Tips for Your Health Based on Traditional Chinese Medicine

(Samuel Field YM/YWHA -Queens SHARE- Call 212.719.2943)
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CALENDAR/CONTACTS________________________________________________________________________________

ADELPHI NY STATEWIDE
BREAST CANCER
Hotline & Support Program
Adelphi University
School of Social Work
Garden City, NY 11530
www.breastcancerhotline@adelphi.edu

CancerCare
275 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10001
www.cancercare.org
1.800.813.HOPE (4673)

ELLEN’s RUN
200 West End Avenue, Suite 12 G
New York, NY 10023
www.ellensrun.org
212.840.0916

MEMORIAL SLOAN KETTERING
CANCER CENTER
Post-Treatment Resource Program

Educational Forums
215 E. 68th St., Ground Fl.
New York, NY 10021
www.mskcc.org
212.717.3527

Bendheim Integrative Medicine Center
1429 First Avenue (at 74th Street)
New York, NY

SHARE (Self-Help for Women with
Breast or Ovarian Cancer)
1501 Broadway, Ste. 704A
New York, NY
www.sharecancersupport.org
212.719.0364
Speak to a survivor toll-free:
1.866.891.2392

TO LIFE!
410 Kenwood Avenue
Delmar, NY 12054
518. 439.5975
110 Spring Street
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518.587.3820
www.tolife.org

YOUNG SURVIVAL COALITION
61 Broadway
New York, NY
www.youngsurvival.org
646.257.3025


