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JALBCA celebrated another year of
successful operations at its annual dinner
held at Cipriani Wall Street in Manhattan
on May 13, 2013. We had a sellout event
with a record number of attendees and
raised significant funds to subsidize the
cost of mobile mammography vans for
JALBCA’s October Alert Project. The
event was organized by dinner Co-Chairs
Sandra C. Katz and Sharon L. Nelles.

Outgoing Co-President Edward
Kornreich, partner at the law firm of
Proskauer Rose LLP, was honored, after
which JALBCA’s Honorary President
Judith S. Kaye swore in the newly elected
officers and members of the Board of
Directors and Advisory Board, including
Incoming Co-President Sharon L. Nelles.
Ms. Nelles is a partner at the law firm of
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP.

The Commercial Division Judges of
New York County - Justices Eileen
Bransten, Marcy Friedman, Barbara
Kapnick, Shirley Werner Kornreich,
Lawrence K. Marks, Jeffrey K. Oing,
Charles Ramos, Melvin L. Schweitzer and
O. Peter Sherwood - were honored. The
Leadership Achievement Award was
accepted on their behalf by Hon. Shirley
Werner Kornreich and Hon. Eileen
Bransten, both former Co-Presidents of
JALBCA and current members of its
Board. The award was presented by Hon.
A. Gail Prudenti.

Michael M. Wiseman then presented
the Maite Aquino Memorial Grant Award
to the US Litigation Team, UBS. The
award honors the memory of Maite
Aquino, a partner at Sullivan & Cromwell
who died of breast cancer in June 2011

after a valiant fight against the disease.
Karen Konigsberg accepted the award on
behalf of UBS. It is intended that the
memorial grant will provide funds to com-
munity-based breast health programs and
programs that provide legal and social sup-
port to families in crisis. In 2012, these
grant funds were directed to The Family
Center. The Family Center’s mission is to
strengthen families affected by crisis, ill-
ness or loss to create a more secure present
and future for their children. Family Center
attorneys represent their clients in court
and provide them with legal advice.

Former Co-President Judith Livingston
then conducted the live auction for spon-
sors of the mobile mammography vans,
and individual mammograms, in connec-
tion with JALBCA’s October Alert
Project.

JALBCA’s 2013 ANNUAL DINNER

The newly installed officers for the 2013/2014 year are as follows:

Co-Presidents Hon. Jennifer G. Schecter
Sharon L. Nelles, Esq.

Vice-Presidents Jacqueline Flug
Vilia B. Hayes
Hon. Lynn Kotler
Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff

Secretary Hon. Lori Sattler
Treasurer Hon. William C. Thompson
Assistant Secretary Sandra Lespinasse
Assistant Treasurer Sandra C. Katz, Esq.

Edward S. Kornreich, Esq.
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2013 Sponsors of Mammogram Vans
Aaronson Rappaport Feinstein & Deutsch
Association of Surrogate’s and Supreme Court Reporters

within the City of NY
John Cambria.Esq.
Consilio/First Advantage
Anthony Gair, Esq.
Gair Gair Conason Steigman & Mackauf
Patricia Hynes and Roy Reardon
Jewish Lawyer’s Guild
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman, LLP
Kaufman Borgest & Ryan
Hon. Judith S. Kaye/ Hon. Sondra Miller
Hon. Shirley Werner Kornreich & Ed Kornreich
Kramer Dillof Livingston and Moore
Michael Milner/Hon. William C. Thompson/Ross & Hill
Sharon Nelles, Esq.
Carmine Rubino
Schulte Roth & Zabel
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Mary Kay Vyskocil
Weitz & Luxenberg

2013 Sponsors of Mammograms
Hon. Eileen Bransten & John Simpson
Marguerite Dougherty
Hon. Anita Florio
Luisa Hagemeier
Glenn Jacobson
Alyssa Kelman
Alfreida B. Kenny
Yvette King
Karen Konigsberg
JP & Gail Lake
Bruce Lederman
Jennifer Loach
Abby Meiselman
Hon. Barbara Panepinto
Kathleen Parker
Benet Quarmby
Joan R. Salzman
Jennifer Scullion
Susan Shaw
Jennifer Spain
Hon. Marsha Steinhardt
Theresa Trzaskona
Amy Winkelman

JALBCA raised enough funds to subsidize
the cost of 33 vans to New York area cour-
thouses, with several firms sponsoring
multiple vans. In addition to van sponsors,

many people pledged to support the cost of
individual mammograms. The mammo-
grams will be performed by independent
medical providers but the cost of the mam-

mograms is subsidized by JALBCA as part
of its annual October Courthouse Alert
Project. JALBCA is very thankful for the
generosity of each of the many sponsors:

SAVE THE DATE - NYU CANCER INSTITUTE CANCER EDUCATION SERIES
Members may be interested in some of the many upcoming community talks, screenings and programs offered by the NYU Cancer
Institute. Some programs of note are as follows:

DATE: June 8, 2013
TIME: 8 am – 3 pm
TOPIC: Ovarian Cancer Survivors Course
PLACE: NYU Langone Medical Center,

Farkas Auditorium

DATE: June 12, 2013
TIME: 12 – 1:30 pm
TOPIC: Update on Men’s Health Cancer Screening Guidelines
PLACE: Woodhull Medical Center, 3d Fl, Room #1

Brooklyn, NY







5

On April 9, 2013, Fran Visco, founder
and first president of the National Breast
Cancer Coalition, spoke to JALBCA mem-
bers on the accomplishments of her organi-
zation since its inception in 1991 and the
status of medical progress (or lack thereof)
in finding a cure for breast cancer. The
organization was founded as an umbrella
organization, whose focus was public poli-
cy and systems, and whose mission was the
eradication of breast cancer through
research, lobbying, access to quality
healthcare and clinical trials. By 1992, it
had accomplished its goal of increasing
federal research money from $100 million
to $432 million and had obtained a “seat at
the table” through the Department of
Defense. NBCC, at this point, sits on com-
mittees and panels throughout the country
assessing research, deciding on funding,
helping to design scientific grant proposals
and scientific trials and training individuals
to do these things.

In the large picture, researchers’ under-
standing of the biology, etiology and genet-
ics of breast cancer has increased.
However, the overall number of women
diagnosed with breast cancer continues to
increase as the population ages, though the
rate of decrease of breast cancer remains
constant, and mortality is declining imper-
ceptibly. These figures highlight the lack
of adequate progress in the face of the
approximately $2.8 billion in funding that
has been spent toward research in this
area. In the United States, almost 40,000
women die from breast cancer annually,
and the figure worldwide is more than
440,000. NBCC, therefore, began to won-
der if it still mattered — did it still impact?
It needed a new mission.

In 2010, NBCC launched its Blueprint
for “Breast Cancer Deadline 2020”. This is
a project to end breast cancer by January 1,
2020. NBCC hopes to re-focus resources

and efforts to the areas that will end breast
cancer: (1) primary prevention; and (2) the
causes and prevention of metastasis.

NBCC is pursuing four strategies to
achieve its goal:

• targeted research, including new
research strategies and research col-
laborations

• a public policy approach, including
federal legislation

• grassroots advocacy and education
of a large corps of activists to
engage their communities

• communications and media out-
reach to change the conversation to
ending breast cancer by the 2020
deadline

In 2012, NBCC petitioned Genentech
on the development of T-DM1 clinical tri-
als for early breast cancer. It recommend-
ed that the company design the trial of T-
DM1 in a way that deviated from the usual
systemic, toxic therapy and “add-on” mod-
el in breast cancer clinical trials and treat-
ment. NBCC advocated, instead, for
Genentech to (1) include at least one arm
of the trial that does not include a systemic
chemotherapy and (2) if there is a systemic
chemotherapy arm in the trial, then have it
not include an anthracycline-based regi-
men. NBCC pointed out that no prospec-
tive randomized clinical trial has shown
anthracyclines to be more effective than
other chemotherapies, and anthracylines
have significant toxicities, including an
increased risk of leukemia and harm to the
heart. NBCC is also involved in the
Artemis Project for a Preventive Breast
Cancer Vaccine, as they believe a vaccine
would be a fruitful research path to follow.
A plan of action was developed, among
other things, to identify antigens (vaccine
targets for immunization).

As an aside, we note the recent work of
Dr. Elizabeth Helen Blackburn, a co-recip-
ient of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine in 2009, in connection with the
discovery of telomerase, the enzyme
responsible for restoration of telomeres,
which protect the ends of chromosomes.
Dr. Blackburn links the length of telomeres
to illness and posits that, if there were ways
to protect telomeres, this would lead us
down a path to “intercepting” disease.
Significantly, Dr. Blackburn’s take on con-
ventional medical research is: “I have this
great idea. I don’t know if it will work, but
give me millions of dollars and I’ll burn
through tons of money and do a clinical tri-
al for $50 million and then it will fail and
then I’ll sell the company and people will
make money but it won’t actually do any-
body any good.” Consequently, Dr.
Blackburn notes that many companies end
up with unmarketed, cleverly-designed
products that do not serve the public. In
contrast to these situations, Dr. Blackburn
helped found a company in May 2010 that
has devised a test to measure people’s
telomeres. The test is not diagnostic of a
specific medical condition.

(Source: NYT, “Charting Her Own Course”,
April 9, 2013, D1, D6)

FRAN VISCO’s PRESENTATION TO JALBCA IN APRIL

SAVE THE DATE – KOMEN RACE FOR THE CURE
JALBCA Team co-leaders for the 2013 Susan Komen Race for the Cure will again be Hon. Shirley Werner Kornreich and Sandy
Lespinasse. JALBCA thanks both Judge Kornreich and Sandy for their continued leadership and assistance in organizing our team
for this annual event. To sign-up for the JALBCA team, please contact our Team co-leaders.

Susan Komen Race for the Cure
Join Team JALBCA
September 8, 2013
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CALENDAR/CONTACTS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADELPHI NY STATEWIDE
BREAST CANCER
Hotline & Support Program
Adelphi University School of Social Work
Garden City, NY 11530
www.breastcancerhotline@adelphi.edu

CancerCare
275 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10001
www.cancercare.org
1.800.813.HOPE (4673)

ELLEN’s RUN
200 West End Avenue, Suite 12 G
New York, NY 10023
www.ellensrun.org
212.840.0916

MEMORIAL SLOAN KETTERING
CANCER CENTER
Post-Treatment Resource Program
Educational Forums
215 E. 68th St., Ground Fl.
New York, NY 10021
www.mskcc.org
212.717.3527

Bendheim Integrative Medicine Center
1429 First Avenue (at 74th Street)
New York, NY

SHARE (Self-Help for Women with
Breast or Ovarian Cancer)
1501 Broadway, Ste. 704A
New York, NY
www.sharecancersupport.org
212.719.0364

Speak to a survivor toll-free:
1.866.891.2392

TO LIFE!
410 Kenwood Avenue
Delmar, NY 12054
518. 439.5975
110 Spring Street
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518.587.3820
www.tolife.org

YOUNG SURVIVAL COALITION
61 Broadway
New York, NY
www.youngsurvival.org
646.257.3025

6

JALBCAHOTLINE
Are you an attorney recently diagnosed with Breast Cancer?

Call the SHARE Hotline (212-382-2111) and ask for referral to JALBCA in order to speak, confidentially, to a judge or lawyer who
is a Breast Cancer survivor. Only a first name, telephone number and best time to reach you are needed.


